

Fig. 9.18 Part of the abdominal aorta opened up to
show a large thrombus which has formed over ather-
omatous patches. The dull, pale, shaggy thrombus
consists mostly of fibrin and platelets.
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necrosis of the walls of small arteries and arter-
ioles is commonly followed by thrombosis.

(c) Venous thrombosis

Apart from varicosity of the leg veins, diseases
of the veins are uncommon, and although
venous blood flow is slow, occlusion of veins in
general occurs less frequently, and is usually
less serious, than occlusion of arteries. The
most important exception is thrombosis of the
veins of the lower limbs, which is very common
in bedridden patients, and is the usual cause of
serious or fatal pulmonary embolism (see
below): less often, thrombosis occurs in the
pelvic veins, and this also may cause pulmonary
embolism.

Thrombosis of leg veins usually starts in deep
veins of the leg, most often within the calf
muscles (Fig. 9.20), from where it may extend
progressively to the posterior tibial and pop-
liteal veins, the femoral (Fig. 9.21) and iliac
veins and occasionally to the inferior vena
cava. In some instances, it may start more proxi-
mally than the calf, or several thrombi may
form in the calf and thigh veins.

Extension of the thrombus is sometimes very
rapid, the whole length appearing as soft red
thrombus: this probably occurs when flow of

Fig. 9.19 A large aneurysm of the aortic arch (c.f.
size of heart). The aneurysmal sac has become
largely filled by laminated thrombus.

Fig. 9,20   Recently-formed red thrombus in
deep veins of the leg.